GILBERT DUNNING
Like most of the country when they first heard the news, 16 year old Kansas farm boy Gilbert “Gib” Dunning’s first question was, “Where is Pearl Harbor?”  He was too young and knew it would be a couple years, if the war was still going on then, before he could get involved.  Until that time came, he did his part in something he praises highly and something that played a very important role in winning the war- the efforts of the home front.  

When Gib turned 18, he enlisted in the Air Corps.  He shipped off to Biloxi, MS for basic training.  Towards the end of training, he got sick and spent a couple nights in the base hospital.  When he returned to the barracks, all his fellow trainees were gone, including a good friend.  His friend was sent to gunnery school and then off to Europe in a bomber.  They kept in touch and the last letter he got from his friend said that he had completed all but the last of his required 35 missions.  He was killed on that last mission.  Gib has always wondered what diverted him from that same course. 

Gib’s course took him to training in a B-29, which he called the Cadillac of the bombers.  Unlike the B-17 or the B-24 he had trained in, the B-29 was comfortable, warm and pressurized.  Its technology was ahead of its time.  Gib sat in the top turret where he had a 360 degree view and could control all the guns on the plane.  The B-29 was the plane that played a major role in the Pacific and the one used to drop the atomic bombs on Japan to end the war.

Gib was stationed in Tampa, FL when the war ended.  He re-enlisted and was sent to the Pacific with the 20th Air Force.  He was based in Guam and flew all over the Pacific, taking trips to Manila, Tokyo and Okinawa.  During this time he also got to sit in on the famous military trial of Japanese officers and enlisted men accused of beheading and cannibalizing captured American Navy pilots.  On a flight that was ferrying planes back to the states, he and his crew flew 21 hours non-stop between Guam and Hawaii.  What he remembers most about that trip was coming out of a rain squall and seeing a serene 360 degree rainbow with the shadow of his plane in the middle of it.  

Gib was discharged in 1947 and after working a couple of jobs, he purchased and ran a filling station for a number of years and then capped it all off with a successful real estate career.  He and his wife raised 3 children.  In 2000, using only a telephone he successfully tracked down, after 55 years, all but one of his original crew for a ceremony of the opening of a B-29 memorial located in Great Bend, KS.  A plaque, with his crew’s names on it, is part of that memorial.
All throughout the discussion of his experiences, Gib kept coming back to the efforts of the home front and the unity of the country at that time.  These efforts are something that still makes Gib get emotional.  “The country united as one.  Its efforts on the home front were simply amazing.  The home front is one of the major reasons of why we won the war.”  Gib said as he began to get choked up.
